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Exploring Freedom of the Press

I. Introduction

(I) Background

The basic concept of freedom of the press is the right to report or publish news to the
public without being controlled by the government. According to the "Universal Declaration
of Human Rights", it asserts that everyone in the world has the right to know, to disseminate,
and to discuss. Besides, it can seek, receive and propagate freedom of information and ideas
in any way regardless of national boundaries. (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948)

(II) Motivation

The recent epidemic situation is severe, and every move of the government will have
a major impact on the people. Therefore, the people need to always pay attention to the
government, and news plays an important role in it. If we do not have freedom of the press
and the media is controlled by the government, we will live in ignorance. Therefore, freedom
of the press is very significant. In order to further understand the importance of press
freedom, we decided to conduct some research to gain more insights.

(III) Research Question

A. The importance of freedom of the press to the people.
B. Pros and cons of freedom of the press.
C. The difference between press freedom in China and Taiwan.

II. Literature Review

(II.1.) The origin of freedom of the press

Freedom of the press originated from the struggle for freedom of the press in Europe,
the United States and other countries. Before the 13 colonies declared their independence
from Britain, the British government tried to censor the American media by prohibiting
newspapers from publishing unfavorable information and opinions. One of the first court
cases involving press freedom in the United States occurred in 1734. British Governor
William Cosby filed a defamation lawsuit against "New York Weekly" publisher John Peter
Zenger for making comments critical of the Cosby government. Zenger was acquitted.

With the evolution of society, the theoretical basis of freedom of the press has
changed from traditional to novel, and the freedom of press and publication has gradually
developed a complete rights system in the course of long evolution.

(II.2.) The importance of freedom of the press to the people.

Nowadays, news plays an important role in our lives. The media convey information
and help us connect with the world. It has had a significant impact on modern society in
terms of politics, economy and culture. However, why is freedom of the press so important to
us?

When it comes to freedom of the press, one has to mention the theory of freedom of
the press. It refers to the fourth power of checks and balances in addition to the powers of the
legislative, executive, and judicial departments. Furthermore, it is used to prevent the
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government from abusing its power in order to maintain the democratic system. Therefore,
the fourth level is basically regarded as a pronoun for the news media to supervise the
government.

One of the main tasks of freedom of the press is also the power of supervision. The
news media is a bridge between the public and the government, so if the information reported
by the news is controlled by the government, we will not have a second channel to
understand the government, nor can we judge the authenticity of the news.

An appalling incident occurred in Korea in 1980, the Gwangju Democratization
Movement. Quan Dou Hua, who was in power at that time, ruled all over the country in a
dictatorial manner. The people resisted in anger and carried out many protests, but were
violently suppressed. But even in the face of relentless repression and chaotic political
situation, the people of Gwangju resolutely continued to demonstrate. As a result, many
bloody conflicts occurred. The incident that had attracted the attention of the people, but
because Chun Doo-hwan controlled the media and cut off the Gwangju network, people all
over South Korea believed that it was an anti-government action instigated by the people of
Gwangju by the mob. Many bloody conflicts have also been portrayed by the media under the
control of the government as police officers who have had to suppress the people in order to
protect their own safety. The number of casualties has also been greatly beautified, and the
Korean people have gradually become incomprehensible to the people of Gwangju under the
constant exaggeration of the news. At this time, German journalist Peter sneaked into
Gwangju with the help of a taxi driver and recorded the truest aspect of the local area. With
the help of many people, he was able to bring this fact to the world.

If Peter did not report this fact today, and the news only reported what was beneficial
to the government, the people would always live in the government’s brainwashing, and
everything they learned was given by the government. Gradually, they would blindly obey
the government’s words. Submerged in the dust. The people can only live a life under the
government's will.

There is a saying, "A free press can, of course, be good or bad, but most certainly
without freedom the press will never be anything but bad." From this we can see the
importance of freedom of the press.

(II.3.)Pros and cons of freedom of the press.

Pros:

(1.) Prevent the government from abusing public power

The "Fourth Power Theory" holds that the power of the modern national government
is over-inflated, and in order to prevent abuse of power, government power should be subject
to its full supervision. (趙成儀，2003) An independent modern media can effectively achieve
this goal, avoid suffering from deprivation of our rights.

(2.) Improve policy shortcomings

Freedom of the press allows for a greater flow of information from the government,
and people can have a lot of access to learn how the government works, how policies are
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implemented, and how the citizens can benefit from it. What’s more, the government can also
listen to the views and opinions of experts and scholars to make the policy more complete
and appropriate.

Cons:

(1.) Public opinion is leading to disaster

Freedom of the press has a close connection to freedom of speech; therefore, people
have the right to express opinions about the government. However, once the rights are
abused, they will be out of control. For example, March 1, 2017 secretly booby-trapped case,
the media most of the first time jumped out to accuse the suspect Liang Sihui must be the
stakeholder in this case, and even made a judgment before the completion of the
investigation, so that Liang surnamed woman inexplicably bear a large number of public
opinion then. (Dempsey Lin, 2017)

(2.) Invasion of privacy

In recent years, the media have paired news with sensational headlines and pictures in
an effort in order to attract people. Most of these news are private acts of public figures,
violating the privacy of the parties concerned. Nevertheless, reporters claim that it is freedom
of the press. One can't help but wonder where the line is between freedom of the press and
the right to privacy.

(II.4.)The difference between press freedom in China and Taiwan.

According to the "2021 World Press Freedom Index" report published by Reporters
Without Borders, Taiwan's degree of press freedom ranks second in Asia, while China ranks
third from the bottom. Freedom of the press in Taiwan has always been obvious to everyone.
The media can speak freely, There is no need to worry about being punished, and it can also
play a role in monitoring the government.

On the contrary, China’s press freedom is strictly controlled by the government. News
is generally reported by Chinese officials. Many news reports that are unfavorable to the
government will be immediately blocked after they are broadcast. For example, the famous
Tiananmen Square incident on June 4th is well-known, but there is no news report. This word
has become synonymous with taboo. In addition, China selectively blocks foreign news and
has the upper hand in the war of information and thought control. The government has been
oppressing the people to accept the messages they want to deliver for many years, and this is
a great threat to the media, whether it is local or foreign media stationed in China. However,
excessive freedom can bring disasters.

The proliferation of fake news in Taiwan is a very serious problem. Many unverified
reports spread wildly, causing panic among the people, the spread of misinformation, and
trouble for many people. Therefore , Taiwan’s press freedom should have more detailed
regulations to make the best use of everything.
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III.Research Methods

VI.Analysis and Results

Figure1                                                               Figure2

In search of answers to our research, we conducted a survey and posted it on the
Internet from August 27 to August 31, 2021. After receiving a total of 151 valid
questionnaires, we summarized the information and made the following conclusion.
According to the response we have received, 80% of participants are under eighteen years
old, and we discovered  that over 90% of them usually follow the news.
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Figure 3

In our research, 86% of the people think that Taiwan has a special degree of freedom
in the news. 11% of the people think that the ordinary people. Only 2% of the people think
that Taiwan’s freedom of the press is not high. It can be seen from this that Taiwan's openness
to freedom of the press is evident to all.

　 Figure 4

　　

As shown in the figure representing multiple questions, the greatest advantage of
freedom of the press is that it prevents  the government from abusing public power accounted
for 33%, can improve policy abuses accounted for 27%, consolidated civil society accounted
for 20%, and a fair business environment accounted for 12%. Ensure journalists Ginseng is
8% safe.

It can be seen that most people believe that press freedom has the advantages of
overseeing the government, improving its drawbacks, and uniting society, etc. It represents
that press freedom has a very vital influence on different aspects of society, and it also shows
the importance of press freedom.
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　　　　　　    Figure 5

　　

On the basis of the data we have received, 27% of the people who believe that public
opinion causes disasters are the biggest shortcoming of press freedom accounted for 24% and
25% of false reports and privacy violations, respectively. In addition, abuse of opinion polls
accounted for 12% SNG live broadcast has the least overflow and only accounts for 10%.

　　It can be seen that false reports can easily cause panic among the people, the definition of
privacy rights becomes blurred, and public opinion is more likely to lead to disasters. The
government should formulate clearer norms for press freedom so as not to make press
freedom a double-edged sword.

Figure 6

　　

As can be seen from the above figure, almost half of participants considered that
preventing uncorroborated reports is the biggest advantage of freedom of the press,
accounting for 44 %. Protecting your privacy is the second place, 34 of which chose it.
However, only 19% agree that restricted press freedom can protect classified information.
Therefore, we know that most people believe the government can help citizens distance
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themselves from unverified reports without accepting false information, and also privacy
protection.

Figure 7

According to the above figure, most people thought that the press under government
control will be hidden, concealed, or even tampered with data as long as it is unfavorable to
them, leaving people in a world of fake news and fake information. Additionally, 38% of
whom considered journalists may be threatened by the government, as the above point said,
the government would manipulate news at will and compile fake news. Undoubtedly, if there
is one justice reporter who wants to speak the truth out, he or she must be threatened for
publicizing the facts. What’s beyond that, there are also 16% of people think the government
would provide wrong professional knowledge or sports rules without consulting an expert.

V.Conclusion

According to research, most people understand the importance of press freedom and the
reasons why it is so important.The existence of freedom of the press is also like a
double-sided blade, which allows the disadvantaged people to express their ideas freely.It can
also make the government unable to do whatever it wants; but behind the glamour, privacy is
invaded and fake news is flooded.Issues such as manipulation of public opinion are endless.
For this reason, we must think carefully about how to use freedom of the press correctly. The
government should also formulate detailed regulations on this, so that it will not become a
sharp edge in the hands of
interested people.

Freedom of the press is a group effort, and when individuals, organizations and governments
come together to preserve it, everyone benefits.
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